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Hello  
spring! 

Stop pottering and start 
planning for Garden 
Day next month, it 
promises to be the 
biggest party in the 
neighbourhood
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How can we go into 
September without some 
kind of celebration? And 

what better way to do it than 
starting spring in the garden?

If you are the owner of just one 
plant, you're officially a gardener, 
and that’s the reason everyone is 
invited to take part in celebrating 
Garden Day.

You can do it in your garden, 
on your patio, in the backyard, 
or simply in your living room 
surrounded by your favourite 
house plants.

Need ideas to celebrate? How 
about a lazy lunch, a picnic, a 
family braai, cocktails with friends, 
or tea with your bestie? And it 
doesn’t have to be lavish or over 
the top (unless you want it to be). 
Just get everyone to bring a little 
something along to add to the 
festivities.

Go forth and flourish
And while you’re at it, why not 
do Garden Day your way? But 
wear a flower crown because 
that is tradition and the official 
symbol of Garden Day, and then 
share your celebration by tagging 
#GardenDaySA on social media or 
via their dedicated WhatsApp line 
066 389 5182. 

To get you inspired for your garden 
gathering, we've added some fun 

ideas and handy tips to our 
toolkit on our website. 

See how to make your 
own flower crown, get 
garden-themed recipes, 
downloadable invitations, 
ideas to get the kids 

enjoying Garden Day, and  
so much more.

Connect with your community
Community gardens are special, 
and with rising food costs, it is 
important to shine a light on the 
community gardens throughout SA 
that are providing jobs and fresh 
produce at affordable prices to 
local residents. This year, Garden 
Day collaborated with various 
community gardens, and you are 
encouraged to visit and support 
them by buying your fresh weekly 
greens there. 

There's also the Garden Day 
Society, which encourages 
anyone who is passionate about 
community gardening to host 
a celebration for their fellow 
gardeners and green-fingered  
folk, and so help to spread the 
inspiring Garden Day story.  
Email hello@gardenday.co.za  
to find out more.

Encourage others to blossom
A host of garden centres, nurseries, 
botanical gardens, plant shops, 
florists, markets, restaurants 
and cafes have all pledged their 
support to Garden Day 2023, with 
things like displays, competitions, 
and activations. Is your favourite 
local venue involved? Please 
encourage your communities to be 
a part of SA's biggest garden party 
on Sunday 15 October.

Find all the Garden Day news, 
updates and inspiration at 
@GardenDaySA on all social media 
platforms and share your Garden 

Day moments and stories with 
us using  #GardenDaySA.

And for even more ways 
to celebrate Garden 

Day plus interesting 
information about 
the health benefits 
of gardening and 
the community 
gardens you can 
support, visit 
our website at 
gardenday.co.za

Rooted in Africa and with 
its own unique style, 
House&Home’s specially 

crafted lounge suites are made 
from premium 100% leather, 
making them elegant statement 
pieces that will enhance any 
home.

Their leather furniture range is 
especially suited to residents 
with spacious homes in luxury 
estates, people who enjoy the 
typical South African lifestyle – a 
seamless indoor/outdoor flow 
where socialising with family and 
friends is a priority.

These high-end estates are 
situated all across the country, 
from the bushveld to the balmy 

Experience it for 
yourself

Houseandhome.co.za

House&Home’s premium leather lounge suite options will bring some African magic 
into your home 

Hides of appeal
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South African coastlines, and 
various inland areas, where the 
climate is drier. 

Crafted for luxury living
House&Home’s leather lounge 
suite options don’t just offer you 
a variety of contemporary and 
unique designs, their wide choice 
of leather treatments, textures and 
colours means you can choose the 
perfect option for your specific 
environment and style, making 
your suite authentically yours.

The luxurious and super 
comfortable three-piece Tasman 
suite is an example of superior 
craftmanship where leather and 
colours options are available to 
design your dream suite. 

On the other hand, the classic 
three-piece Zimbali suite may add 
weight and solidity to a space,  
but its charming curved lines 
allow for an all round spacious 
feel.

Looking for a single showpiece in 
your home? You can’t go wrong 
with the timeless three-seater 
favourite; the Chesterfield couch. 
Imagine it in covered in genuine 
oxblood leather and you are sure 
to have a winner.

However, if you are after 
something a little more modern 
and sophisticated, then the three-
piece Malibu lounge suite may be 
just the right fit.
These are just a few options 

of their wide furniture range 
available, but let’s first look which 
leather covering will suit your 
style and environment best.

Know your leathers
There are many reasons leather is 
an excellent choice for your home, 
for instance, its breathability 
and adaptability to your specific 
temperature makes it an 
extremely comfortable choice. 
However, it is important to know 
the different kinds of leather 
options so you make the right 
choice for yourself.

House&Home’s leather range is 
available in three main types: 
corrected grain, semi aniline and 
full aniline. 

Corrected grain has an applied 
surface finish of pigments and 
sealer coats making it more 
resistible to marks and spillages. It 
has a regular texture and a colder, 
firmer feel due to the correction 
process that disguises the 
irregularities within the hide. 
Characteristics: consistent colour, 
improved light fastness, good 
defect coverage and it is an easy 
option to maintain. 

Semi-aniline is stylish and has a 
natural feel. It provides a uniform 
look due to a mixture of dye 
and pigment, but all the natural 
marking and scars on the hide are 
still visible. These are not defects, 
it gives the leather its character 
and authenticity and differentiates 
it from corrected grain. 
Characteristics: natural grain 
surface, improved light fastness, 
practical and breathable.

Full aniline with its silky touch 
is a favourite with leather 
connoisseurs. 

The finish consists of pure dye 
sprayed with a dye mixture and 
other substances that don’t 
disguise any markings or scars on 
the hide. These natural variations 
give leather furniture its character 
and authenticity. 
Characteristics: Looks and feels 
good to the touch, it has natural 
grains and markings, high comfort 
and is breathable.

Authentically yours
During the aging process, leather 
furniture moulds to the owners’ 
body shape. The colours also 
mellow over time depending on 
how it is used in the home and 
the environment. It all makes  
every piece of furniture uniquely 
your own. 

Leather also tends to absorb 
body oils and perspiration making 
the leather darker on the areas of 
contact with the body. 
Aniline is sensitive to light and 
it is best to keep it away from 
windows and areas of direct 
sunlight.

Another economical option 
for an authentic leather look 
is suites with genuine leather 
uppers. These suites incorporate 
a combination of PU or PVC 
in conjunction with genuine 
leather, making it much more 
cost effective but with most of 
the benefits of a full leather suite. 
Any of House&Home’s furniture 
ranges can be manufactured in 
the leather upper option. 

The Zimbali three-piece suite

Columbus three-seater full leather couch

DID YOU KNOW?
It takes at least three hides to 
manufacture a couch. No two 

hides are identical so there may 
be substantial variation, shape and 

texture present, even within the 
same hide. This makes leather softer 

and gives it a natural feel. It also 
makes each couch unique.
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Durban’s outer west 
(Shongweni, Hammarsdale 
and Cato Ridge) will 

soon be home to Westown, a 
100ha sustainable mixed-use 
development offering high-end 
lifestyle, retail and business 
facilities, and a variety of 
recreational activities. 

Situated just off the N3 between 
Pietermaritzburg and Durban, 
Westown’s first phase, the 
50,000m² Westown Square, is 
now under construction. With 
its prime retail component set 
among green landscaped spaces, 
Westown Square leads the way 
to a beautiful lifestyle where 
community, connection and 
convenience take priority.

Connection at the core
Following a thoughtful and 
intelligent footprint, Westown 
Square is designed to connect 
people with the various precincts, 

Westown, an exciting 
new mixed-use 
property and lifestyle 
development in 
Durban’s outer west, 
has just launched its 
first phase – Westown 
Square. A world-class 
retail experience, 
Westown Square’s 
open air high street 
is designed with 
community and 
convenience at heart EXPERIENCE IT 

FOR YOURSELF

westown.co.za
info@westown.co.za

spaces and experiences that are 
all part of the greater Westown 
urban core. 

“The design is open, permeable 
and accessible, which encourages 
connection and interaction as 
part of the retail experience,” says 
Donald McGillivray, a partner at 
retail specialists MDS Architecture 
who, with Boogertman and 
Partners KZN, designed 
Westown Square for developers 
Fundamentum Property Group 
(Fundamentum).

“Westown Square is created as 
a high street environment that 
reflects a lifestyle approach 
and prioritises the movement 
of people,” says CEO of 
Fundamentum Carlos Correia. 
“It moves away from the ‘mall 
concept’ by bringing together 
shopping, dining and recreation in 
a setting that reflects the natural 
beauty of Shongweni.” 

Walkways surrounded by 
lush plant life, seating under 
pergolas, landscaped gardens, 
large trees and planter boxes 
celebrate the outdoors and 
set the tone for Westown as a 
whole. “We included features 
like the town gardens and 
square, the amphitheatre, maze 
and children’s play areas,” says 
Correia. “Westown Square is a 
high-end retail space where you 
can truly immerse yourself in the 
beautiful natural surroundings.”

Adding to the sense of shared 
community is The Barn on 
the Square. This market-style 
offering will be the heart of local 
trade and include bespoke food, 
wine, produce and handmade 
craft experiences all housed in a 
light and bright double-volume 
two-level building that opens up 
onto the town square. 

Shop at top retailers
For those people wanting access 
to a wide variety of top end 
retail brands and stores in one 
convenient location, Westown 
Square has it all. Here you can 
look forward to shopping at 
some of the country’s most 
popular and loved anchor outlets 
including Checkers Hyper, 

PicknPay, Dis-Chem, Edgars, Mr 
Price and Clicks.

“Westown Square’s anchor 
brands are the foundation of the 
retail experience and the base 
to which we will add our local 
brands. This is just the beginning, 
there are many more to come, 
that will complement our mix 
and create an aspirational retail 
destination,” says Correia. 

Homes for all generations  
With the adult population in the 
area having increased at a rate 
of 6.5% over the past nine years, 
there’s been a greater demand 
for apartments and townhouses 
offering top-end security, a range 
of family-friendly facilities and 
access to surrounding amenities.

Shongweni is viewed as a prime 
location to answer this demand 
due to its convenient location 
that has access to necessary 
facilities and services for current 
and future communities, its 
connection to existing residential 
areas and the availability of 
developable land.

As the prime piece of 
developable land, Westown 
offers opportunities across all 

A lifestyle of 
community and 
convenience

age groups and income levels with 
new apartments and walk-up living 
that will be supported by retail and 
commercial activities and uses, 
and lifestyle-related activities, all 
part of an integrated, planned, and 
managed environment.

Growth spurt
KwaZulu-Natal is the second 
largest economic contributor to 
SA's GDP after Gauteng. It has the 
second largest population and is 
home to SA’s busiest container and 
bulk cargo ports. Yet, as one of the 
eThekweni Municipality’s five main 
industrial areas, the outer west 
historically had the lowest share of 
contribution to GDP in the city. 

With this challenge comes 
the opportunity for growth, 
development, and investment for 
both the public and private sectors, 
to which Westown’s developers, 
Fundamentum,  responded.

Set to generate about R15bn in 
new investment over the next 10 
to 15 years, both in infrastructure 
and top structures, Westown 
has approved development 
rights of about 520,000m² of 
bulk floor area. These rights 
have been activated by the 
retail core of Westown Square, 
which is supported by several 
interconnected precincts and 
facilities including The West Private 
Hospital, residential apartments, 
commercial and business activities, 
and a warehousing and logistics 
precinct.

Retaining the outdoor character 
of Shongweni is integral to its 
development. As such, Westown 
will not only integrate with 
existing outdoor and lifestyle 
activities and facilities in the 
area, but enhance them with the 
rehabilitation of sugar cane into an 
indigenous active green belt. As 
is the case with the whole of the 
Westown development, this node 

will fall under the management 
of the Westown Management 
Association.

Greater area benefits
Westown is the first development 
phase of the Shongweni Urban 
Development, a proclaimed 
catalytic project by the eThekwini 
Municipality supported by 
KwaZulu Natal's economic 
development, tourism & 
environmental affairs department 
and National Government.

In addition to its investment 
value, Westown will also bring 
much-needed community and 
socioeconomic benefits to the 
outer west region including 
an upgraded road, water and 
power infrastructure, schooling 
and education facilities, running, 
cycling and equestrian trails, 
wetland rehabilitation and 
ongoing management, support 
of surrounding businesses and 
facilities for the collective growth 
of the area, 15,000 construction 
jobs and 8,500 permanent 
jobs, training centre and skills 
development programmes, 
public transport, local service 
support and long-term developer 
investment focused on revitalising 
the area.

Prime industrial node 
Westown’s warehousing and 
logistics opportunities are all 
strategically located with easy 
access to the N3 highway national 
corridor, which is only 1.5km away. 

Known as the National Strategic 
Integrated Project 2 (SIP 2), this 
logistics and industrial corridor 
between Durban, the Free State 
and Gauteng is defined as a route 
with investment and development 
opportunities in accessible nodes.

Keystone and Cato Ridge are 
two such developing nodes with 
Shongweni earmarked to follow 

– it is the closest new industrial 
development node to the bustling 
port of Durban. 

Available for occupation from 
the end of 2024, Westown’s 
warehousing and logistics 
opportunities include 80,000m² 
of platform area with a height 
potential of 22m available in 
tailored offerings, with bespoke 
solutions on fully serviced 
platforms. 

New office and commercial 
units
Current market research related to 
the movement of the workforce in 
and around the outer west indicates 
that 41% of those living there 
commute out of the area for work 
purposes. 

With significant increases in 
population year on year within 
working-aged adults (6.5% per 
annum over the past nine years) 

and increased preference for 
selecting the outer west due to its 
residential and lifestyle benefits; 
there is a noticeable demand 
for associated new commercial 
offerings.
As a greenfield site, Westown 
offers opportunities not only for 
new office parks and sectional title 
office units but also for a host of 
retail and commercial activities 
and uses with supporting lifestyle-
related activities. 

A progressive city
Westown offers investors, 
home and business owners the 
opportunity to do things differently 
– to be part of a city built with a 
progressive approach. 

For Westown developers, 
this means channelling all the 
disciplines involved in creating 
this new city towards delivering a 
sustainable and safe destination 
with social and economic value. 

Westown Square's open air high street

The first phase of Westown's development

Westown Square's amphitheatre and maze Westown's office parks and sectional title office units

Easy road and pedestrian access is a key feature of Westown

It allows for the creation of spaces 
and experiences that respond to 
the needs of people and how they 
want to interact in and with them, 
which encourages positive user 
experiences, social integration and 
ownership of the place.

While these seem to be simple 
features, using them as the core 
principles when building a new 
city is not a simple process. It 
requires constantly aligning the 
various processes, needs and 
interests involved in this long-
term journey and pushing a 
people-first approach.

–
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The deal 
maker

Hard-wired for 
investment success, 
real estate all-rounder 
Jade Barkhuysen has 
a knack for unearthing 
promising deals and 
converting them into 
income-generating 
assets

WORDS: DEBBIE HATHWAY 
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Behind every successful 
entrepreneur is unwavering 
vision, courage, and 

determination to achieve a 
business goal, invariably against 
the odds. Jade Barkhuysen has 
had more than a decade of 
practice building his property 
portfolio in his hometown of 
Gqeberha, mainly through self-
study, seminars, and coaches 
who showed him how to find 
good deals on properties worth 
renovating and selling for profit 
or adding to his portfolio as an 
income-generating asset.

Gqeberha is in the Nelson 
Mandela Bay municipality, plagued 
with challenges such as water 
shortages and load-shedding like 
the rest of the country, forcing 
property investors and financiers 
intent on developing the region to 
dig deep for solutions to overcome 
them. North End, the location 
of Barkhuysen’s latest project, 
Bayside Lodge, was once purely 
residential but today shares space 
with factories, warehouses and 
offices. 

Transforming Bayside Lodge 
represents a few firsts for 
Barkhuysen. It is a brownfield site, 
his most significant redevelopment 
and the first undertaken with 
TUHF, a commercial property 
financier providing specialised 

Jade Barkhuysen, Bayside Lodge

financial services and solutions to 
clients in the urban areas of large 
metropolitan areas across SA.

Safe inner city living
Bayside Lodge speaks to 
Barkhuysen’s passion for providing 
clean, affordable accommodation 
in the inner city of Gqeberha. He 
and his team converted the former 
commune with 19 bedrooms into 
17 studio apartments, ranging 
from 14m² to 25m², each with a 
bathroom comprising a shower, 
basin and toilet, and kitchenette. 
There is a communal laundry 
facility. Tenants are primarily 
young professionals aged 21 to 35.

“The most important thing for 
property investors in Nelson 
Mandela Bay is to efficiently 
manage their electricity and 
water expenditures in the face of 
ongoing load-shedding and the 
persistent water shortages in the 
Nelson Mandela Bay area. The 
pricing for water, in particular, has 
skyrocketed, which has derailed 
many a property investor who 
didn’t account for it in their plans,” 
Barkhuysen says. 

The solution for Bayside Lodge 
was to ensure tenants had their 
prepaid electricity and water 
meters and could be individually 
accountable for the utilities they 
use. Providing fibre connectivity 

is more of a challenge, 
as facilities still need to be 
available in the area. Barkhuysen is 
investigating other options. 

Mitigating development 
challenges
The good news is that Bayside 
Lodge has its own borehole. “If 
there’s ever a problem with the 
municipal or borehole water 
supply, we can switch between the 
two. That gives this property an 
important advantage because the 
tenants know they will always have 
water,” he says. 

The water from the borehole 
is regularly tested at a lab and 
approved as safe for cooking, 
washing, and consumption. A 
comprehensive filtration system 
further safeguards it. Additionally, 
bearing in mind the critically 
low water levels in the area, all 
the taps and showerheads in 
the bathrooms have low-flow 
fittings. Solar power is on the 
cards within six to 12 months once 
Bayside Lodge is fully leased and 
generating the requisite cash flow. 

However, all this could only 
materialise once the building 
plans were approved. This proved 
to be the most significant of the 
challenges. Despite blueprints for 
the land being approved in the 
1920s, it took another three rounds 

of rejections 
before the new 

plans were accepted 
and two-week delays between 

resubmissions. “That was quite a 
nerve-wracking stage, because I 
needed the building plans to be 
approved before I could get the 
financing,” says Barkhuysen. 

Solutions-driven success
That meant taking a leap of faith, 
buying the property for cash to 
prevent it from being relisted 
on the market and refinancing 
it with TUHF. “A key takeaway 
from this [experience] is that it 
is a collaborative team effort. As 
a developer, while you need to 
bring everything together, you 
don’t have the individual skills 
to do everything yourself. It is 
essential to have the support of a 
competent team of professionals 
and an organisation like TUHF,” 
he says. 

He advises other aspirant 
property developers to find the 
right deals in areas where TUHF 
offers commercial property 
finance and approach them with 
a plan to work together. 
“I intend to continue following 
my passion for investing in the 
inner city because there’s a 
unique fulfilment that comes 
from creating an environment 
where people can feel safe and 
live well.”

Pros and cons of  
home refinancing

While traditionally viewed 
as a final option, home 
refinancing has come 

into focus for numerous individuals 
due to recent interest rate hikes 
and the increasing expenses of 
daily life. This has prompted many 
consumers to actively seek avenues 
for much-needed financial respite.

Refinancing your home is one way 
to do it. All it entails is applying 
for a new bond on your property 
based on its current value rather 
than what it was when you bought 
it. That way, you gain access to 
equity, the difference between the 
amount owed on a home loan and 
the property’s actual value. But 
how big a risk is it? Grant Smee, 
MD of Only Realty Group, says 
there are various misconceptions 
surrounding the refinancing of a 
home, some of which have very 
little truth to them. One of the 
biggest misconceptions is that 
refinancing will make it harder to 
sell a home in the future.

It’s important to note that selling 
a refinanced home will not affect 
the sale or the property’s value. 
Adds Megan Ladbrook, GM 
for Only Realty, “Homeowners 
refinance their homes for several 
reasons. They could be motivated 
to negotiate a new term or interest 
rate on a loan to free up cash to 
cover renovations that will increase 
the property’s long-term value. 
Today, some homeowners are 

Refinancing a home is often seen as a last resort, but this option has advantages and drawbacks. The 
Only Realty Group sheds some light on the subject
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opting to refinance their home to 
pay off debt.”

Costs of refinancing a home
Applying for refinancing doesn’t 
guarantee success, though, and 
you should know that submitting 
that application will prompt the 
reassessment of your credit score. 
“In addition, you will have to 
pay the same bond registration 
fees that you paid when you 
first purchased your home – the 
cost of bond registration, a bank 
initiation fee, deeds office fees 
and post, petties, FICA and other 
fees,” says Smee.

That can run into the tens of 
thousands, and you may only 
break even or make a profit on 
refinancing if the value of your 
home has grown substantially 
in the intervening years. 
Unfortunately, this is a likely 
outcome given that the national 
House Price Inflation (HPI) has 
slowed significantly in recent 
years.

Salaries are better than 
expected
The slow HPI trend may be good 
news for those considering 
refinancing as a property 
investment strategy. Recent 
statistics from ooba Home Loans 
and StatsSA reveal that national 
average monthly earnings have 
risen by 22.6% between Q1’19 
and Q1’23, which is 6.5% higher 

than the average purchase price 
of homes sold during that period. 
What does that mean? “Salary 
growth is outpacing the price of 
houses – ensuring that there are 
bargains to be had for those with 
cash to spare. Homeowners who 
have received a large amount 
of cash equity after refinancing 
have the option to reinvest in 
a new buy-to-let property that 
will generate income. Once the 
property has had a few years to 
increase in value, they can repeat 
the same refinancing process and 
grow their real estate portfolio,” 
says Smee.

Pros and cons of refinancing
Ladbrook shares some insights 
into the pros and cons of 
refinancing. The pros include the 

Megan Ladbrook

possibility of a lower interest rate, 
the potential to invest the money 
in home improvements and debt 
consolidation. “If you have an 
excellent credit score, refinancing 
your bond gives you the ability 
to renegotiate a more attractive 
rate from their bank,” she says. 
“Homeowners can use the cash 
equity they receive to invest in 
upgrades such as solar power 
installations, increasing the value 
of the home should they choose 
to sell or refinance again in the 
future. What’s more, refinancing 
can provide an opportunity for 
homeowners to consolidate high-
interest debt into one low-interest 
bond payment.”

Among the cons is the lengthy 
and costly process. “If your home 

has not significantly increased in 
value, the cost and time spent on 
refinancing may not be worth the 
effort. Refinancing and cashing 
out your equity means that you 
are essentially borrowing against 
it and thereby reducing its value,” 
says Ladbrook.

In addition, if your credit score has 
dipped since your initial home loan 
was granted, your new bond may 
be given on even less favourable 
terms.

Overall, deciding whether 
refinancing is right for you 
depends on your specific financial 
situation and goals. It’s essential 
to carefully weigh the potential 
advantages and disadvantages 
before starting the paperwork.
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Lu x u r y  No r t h  C o a s t  L i v i n g

SHEFFIELD BEACH, KWAZULU-NATAL

Considered a closely guarded treasure of the North Coast, Seaton 
residents have direct access to over a kilometre of pristine beach 
frontage on the treasured Christmas Bay. This combined with the 
fragrance of country grasslands and lush coastal vegetation invites 
you to lose yourself in this premium coastal estate.

WHERE NATURE COMES FIRST
Take in the breathtaking 180° views of the Indian Ocean. Delight in 
walking directly onto Christmas Bay Beach. Explore the lush coastal 
forest as your back garden. Ride life’s adventures with your own 
private stabling and equestrian facility. Select your stand from just 
R1.85 million, bring your dream home to life and enjoy the best in 
coastal living every day.

Nature trailsDirect beach access 
to over 1km coastline

Rehabilitated 
biomes

Multi-sports 
facility

Live amongst 
nature

Beach ClubhouseCountry Club and 
Equestrian Club
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