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Coastal towns across
South Africa, from
the humble and
unassuming to the
popular favourites,
are experiencing a
resurgence in buyer
interest

WORDS: SUPPLIED
IMAGE: FREEPIK

hether for a holiday
break, to semigrate or
retire to, areas along

the KZN South Coast, and the
Western and Eastern Cape are
gaining popularity and offer
first-time and seasoned buyers a
variety of options.

KZN South Coast

The KZN South Coast is renowned
for beautiful scenery and it is
home to many Blue Flag beaches,
top surfing and diving spots and
at least 11 golf courses. It is also
know for its excellent sub-tropical
climate and laidback beach
lifestyles.

According to Seeff South Coast
agent Joleen Giraudeau says

the beautiful location makes it a
development hotspot. Most towns
here have basic infrastructure

and are not too far from a bigger
centre. They are also mostly within
under an hour or two’s drive from
Durban.

Many of the small towns are
seeing somewhat of a revival with
residents and businesses stepping
in to help clean up and restore the
areas.

While the South Coast has

long been a popular holiday
destination, the onset of the Covid
pandemic highlighted the benefits
of the area to those who want

to relocate here permanently or
semi-permanently, she says.

Prices are still very accessible
compared to other coastal areas
and there are several multi-
million-rand developments
underway. It is an excellent time
to get in early and invest now,
Giraudeau says.

Margate and Umkomaas
Phelisa Mangcu, CEO of the South
Coast Tourism and Investment
Enterprise (SCTIE) also recently
cited the South Coast as the new
primary choice for residential
buyers, and said the area is poised
for economic and development
growth.

Eco living forms a big part of the
new developments. This includes
the Serenity Hills Eco Estate in the
Margate area which is already well
underway and offers lifestyles for
all age groups including first-time
buyers and retirees.

Another prime development is

the Renishaw Coastal Precinct

in the Umkomaas/Scottburgh
area, which also contains a large
eco component. This mixed-use
coastal development includes
residential, retail, educational,
health care, and light industrial and
commercial zones.

Renishaw Coastal Precinct is 48km
from Durban city centre, which
makes it a sought-after home
base close enough to commute

to work if required. She says the
development offers substantial
investment potential with Node
2A the first of many available.

This full portion land is already
receiving environmental approval
for medium density housing, with
24.25ha developable and available
to purchase by prospective
investors.

The Western Cape and Garden
Route

Coastal towns in the Western Cape
and especially the Garden Route
remain highly sought after, and
estate agents have reported good
sales despite the rapid interest
rate hikes last year. According

to the Seeff Property Group, the
demand for coastal property was
in some instances, last year still
notably better compared to the
low pre-pandemic period.

Popular areas around Cape Town
offering small town living close to
urban conveniences are the hamlet
of Hout Bay and the breath-taking
Llandudno.

According to Stephan Cross,
manager for Seeff Hout Bay

and Llandudno these areas
experienced record sales last year.

Cross says Hout Bay has become
a great alternative for buyers
looking to be close to the Atlantic
Seaboard and the Southern
Suburbs. It offers a village lifestyle,
restaurants, schools, shopping
centres and more. There are a
number of lifestyle estates in the
area, which contribute to the high
demand, he says.

Plettenberg Bay

Property in Plettenberg Bay
remains highly sought-after and
the 2023 Africa Wealth Report
calls it one of the wealth hubs in
South Africa primed for growth.
See the article on our Property
News page in this issue for more.

Alet Ollemans, licensee for Seeff
Plettenberg Bay says the average
transaction price for Plettenberg
Bay is now around R2.6m, about
4% higher compared to 2021 and
about 30% up on the 2019 year.

The higher transaction value

is due largely to higher value
transactions, especially in the

R3m to R10m range as buyers are
generally more confident investing
in Plettenberg Bay.

While the bulk of the transactions
was below R2.5m, the luxury
estate Seaside Longships saw
sales above the R10m bracket.

Although freehold properties
make up about 70% of all property
stock in the Plettenberg Bay area
and estates only comprise around
20%, Lightstone data points to a
strong swing to estate property
sales, she says. It shows in 2022
that 36% of transactions were
from properties in estates and 39%
in freehold.

Mossel Bay

A town that remains popular with
semigrators, retirees and holiday
buyers is Mossel Bay a bustling
little town offering a beach
lifestyle and value for money.

According to Herman Spies, salest
team leader for Seeff Mossel Bay,
the market moved faster and with
less stock towards the end of last
year which saw sellers realising
their prices.

Popular investment areas include
Dana Bay with an average
transaction price, according to
Lightstone, of around R1.7m, Diaz
at around R1.8m, and Island View
and Reebok, both with an average
of around R1.8m.

Demand is high for properties
below R3m. Vacant land is sought
after and prices have doubled over
the past 12 months.

The Eastern Cape

Also known as the Friendly City,
Ggebetha in Nelson Mandela

Bay, offers residents a outdoor
beach lifestyle and city amenities
including good schools, tertiary
education such as the NMB
University, great shopping centres
and plenty of leisure facilities.

According to Alan Phillips, regional
manager for Seeff Eastern Cape

and Garden Route the metro is
a perfect alternative for coastal
property buyers and still offers
lower price points.

He says there is still a shortage
of stock which presents great
opportunities for sellers. It is not
a particularly noteworthy market
for semigration, but very active
in terms of locals, especially first-
time buyers, he says.

Popular areas for buyers include
the suburbs Walmer with an
average house price of R2.7m,
Summerstrand with an average
price point of R2.55m and
Lorraine with an average price
point of R1.4m.

Kariega

With affordably priced freehold
homes, the housing market in
Kariega (previously known as
Uitenhage), is experiencing an
influx of young buyers, says
Justin Kreusch, Pam Golding
Properties area principal based
in Ggeberha, who with lan Olivier
and partner LeRoi Grimbeek,
acquired the company’s Kariega
franchise.

Says Kreusch: “During 2022,
almost a third (26%) of the
town’s home buyers were young
adults and first-time buyers. Most
wanted starter homes, including
sectional title apartments with
thee bedrooms, one bathroom, a
lounge and kitchen.”

With the vast majority (97.7%)

of residential properties being
freehold homes, according to
Pam Golding Properties local
agent, Antoinette Naude, older
buyers are looking mainly for
larger freehold homes with a
braai and entertainment area and
with a swimming pool.

Freehold homes remain
accessible to aspirant purchasers,
with median prices peaking at
R850,000 in 2020 and 2021,

and easing to R800,000 in 2022
according to Lightstone.

“Generally, sectional title
properties can be acquired
for between R400,000 and
R680,000.”

“Sales activity is steady at
present, however, while we are
currently experiencing a stock
shortage of homes to sell,

a contributing factor is that
available stock is not always
realistically pegged at market-
related prices with prospective
purchasers shopping around,”
says Kreusch.

“While most of our home buyers
are from Kariega or nearby
Despatch, interestingly, we are
also seeing more enquiries from
South African expats regarding
properties with existing flatlets to
buy and let, as rental properties
are experiencing good demand.”

Kariega is home to the largest
vehicle manufacturing plant in
Africa - the Volkswagen factory
- and the town is also well
supported by a range of other
industrial operations and various
kinds of businesses.
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MAKE IT HOME

RENT TO OWN

LUXURY APARTMENTS

1-2-3 BEDROOM | RENTALS FROM R15 000 PM | 69M2 TO 316M?

2 YEARS'
RENTALS
DEDUCTED
FROM FIXED
PURCHASE
PRICE

NO LEVIES
& RATES FOR
2 YEARS

Proudly ranked
amongst the world’s

TOP TEN
LIFESTYLE
ESTATES
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COME HOME TO EXTRAORDINARY

Steyn City has introduced a game-changing ‘Rent to Own’ option for a selection of luxury apartments in its

flagship development, City Centre, making this coveted lifestyle accessible to a larger number of first-time

homeowners, as well as those reeling from the financial effects of the high interest rate environment.

This model is also attractive to business commuters seeking a secure, lock-up and go address only 15 minutes

from Lanseria, where they are home away from home. Best of all, the outstanding world class facilities available at

Steyn City make it possible for them to continue their favourite activities, from golf to cycling, horse-riding, running

and swimming. This carefree lifestyle offers 2 000 acres of secure parklands to explore including a 300m lagoon

opposite City Centre with kayaks, Stand Up Paddle boards, pedaloes and water slides and, that makes every day

feel like a holiday - all to be enjoyed maintenance-free.

At City Centre, the lights are always on and essential services remain uninterrupted, thanks to generators and piped

gas to each apartment as well as back up water reservoirs. It's all about making life more seamless, convenient and

comfortable. All in all, it's a flexible model that makes this fantastic investment in your lifestyle more accessible.

STEYNCITY

PARKLAND RESIDENCE

Scan here to
download a brochure

Contact us to book an exclusive viewing
010 597 1040 | sales@steyncity.co.za

STEYNCITY.CO.ZA
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Coastal development roll out - z.?u{u

aged 50 and over, many younger LAKES RESORT
buyers are keen to invest in the
development as there is strong
demand for rentals in retirement

villages around the country.

The estimated completion date for
Phase 2A, The Sails, is expected at
the end of 2024.

development and will feature
a restaurant, library lounge,
concierge, and the NobleCARE
medical precinct. The project
is set to be completed in
December, according to
exclusive marketers Pam

building, the Admiral, in Simon's
Town on the Cape Peninsula, after
selling out all apartments in its first
build, the Mariner. The Admiral is
part of the Harbour Bay later living

Noble Resorts, an independent
property development company
that offers homes for people close
to or already in retirement, has
begun construction on its second “The Sails comprise spacious
townhouses with two bedrooms

and two or 2.5 bathrooms, with Noble Resorts Harbour Bay is

SR

Golding Properties.

Noble Resorts aims to create
premium retirement resorts in
South Africa that offer social
connectivity, homeliness, and a
sense of community for those
over 50. The Mariner comprises
70m2 ground floor designer
studios and one-bedroom
apartments. According to
Samantha Nel and Shelly Keys,
Pam Golding Properties Western
Cape area managers, many
residents have already taken
occupancy of the luxury units
and a temporary 24-hour clinic
and a concierge are in place.

Grid security boosts
property in Cape Town

Cape Town is expected to
experience a real estate boom
as the city aims to attract more
investment and boost economic
growth in the region. High
Street Auctions director Greg
Dart says the city’s incentives
are attractive, including a 60%
reduction in power outages
compared to the rest of the
country, a cash-for-power
scheme that allows businesses
to sell electricity back to the
grid and a property rates relief
package of up to 52% for homes
valued under R5m.

Cape Town's success in
mitigating power outages during

the past year has attracted
businesses from Johannesburg,
which has been experiencing
longer and more frequent
outages. According to data from
StatsSA, the Western Cape had
the largest quarter-on-quarter
increase in employment in the
country, while Gauteng saw a
drop of -0.4%.

According to Dart Cape Town's
plan to mitigate power outages
has been in the works for years,
and other cities will struggle

to compete with the flood

of investment moving to the
area. The Steenbras Dam has
provided Cape Town with 2,196
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more hours of electricity than
the rest of the country in 2022,
and the city is now offering a

payment incentive to commercial

enterprises that generate their
own power.

Lightstone figures show that
more people moved to the
Western Cape than to Gauteng
and KwaZulu-Natal combined
in 2022, and Dart expects the
demand for property in Cape
Town to continue to grow.

He advises investors to act
before the demand surpasses
supply in the city’'s commercial
and industrial markets.
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designer kitchens equipped with
Bosch appliances. The open-plan
living spaces will have high-end
finishes and entertainment patios
or balconies with built-in gas
braais. Prices range from R3.995m
to R4.45m.”

The Decks is due for completion
in the second quarter of 2024
and will consist of three-bedroom
townhouses, penthouses and
luxury villas. Prices range from
R4.85m for the townhouses to
R13.5m for the villas.

While the Harbour Bay later living
resort is designed for people

AfricaWealth |
Report 2023 reveals Nt

the latest in a suite of similar
developments by the company
with a vision to create multi-
generational and care real
estate. The architectural designs
reflect and complement each
distinct setting, with facilities
and amenities that underpin
community living.

Other later living projects by Noble
Resorts include Allesverloren
Village on the Allesverloren Wine
Estate in the Riebeek Valley and
Noble Boutique De Hamert on the
banks of the Maas River and Noble
Boutique Savarin close to Delft
and De Haag in the Netherlands.

SA’s hottest hubs

Among other findings, New
World Wealth’s 2023 Africa
Wealth Report has revealed
South African up-and-coming
wealth hubs. We take a look.

Plettenberg Bay and
Keurboomstrand

Plettenberg Bay is a major
wealth hotspot on the Garden
Route. After Johannesburg and
Cape Town, it is the top location
in South Africa for ultra-luxury
homes, with approximately

350 homes valued at over $1m
(approx. R18.Im) as at December
2022. Plettenberg Bay has seen
a big rise in permanent residents
over the past few years,

which has boosted its wealth.
Keurboomstrand, located just
next to Plett, is also expected to
see exceptional growth over the
coming decade.

Hermanus:

Traditionally seen as the safest
and best run town in South
Africa, Hermanus holds great
appeal for high-net-worth
individuals and is also an
increasingly popularretirement
destination.Affluent parts of
Hermanus include Eastcliff,
Fernkloof Estate, Kwaaiwater,
Onrus, and Voélklip.

Nature’s Valley:

Located on the Garden Route,
about 30 minutes east of
Plettenberg Bay, Nature’s Valley
is a hidden gem. The forest and
lagoon are relatively untouched,
making it a paradise for nature
lovers. Another positive is that
and no motor boats are allowed
on the lagoon — which is a
popular spot among swimmers
and canoeists.

Mhondoro’s new solar plant keeps the lights on

Mhondoro Safari Lodge & Villa, a
luxury lodge in the Welgevonden
Game Reserve in the Waterberg
(Limpopo), has invested in a
major solar power installation
consisting of 620 solar panels
and batteries. This investment
has made them one of the
largest solar-powered safari
lodges in South Africa and the
lodge is now self-sufficient

in terms of all electricity
requirements.

According to CEO Fritz
Breytenbach, the travel industry
is heavily impacted by Eskom’s

energy crisis, and the only way for
Mhondoro to continue attracting
well-heeled local and international
travellers is to make sure they
keep the lights on. Breytenbach
says that in the luxury travel and
safari industry, guests expect a
certain level of service and all
lodge facilities and amenities
should be available and in
working order whether there is
load shedding or not.

The investment in the solar plant
is another tangible example of the
vision of the Dutch owners, Frank
and Myriam Vogel, to further

reduce the carbon footprint of
the lodge.

Mhondoro has implemented
various other eco-friendly
initiatives, including the
installation of a grey water
filtration system for irrigation
around the lodge. It operates its
own water purification plant that
produces drinking water fresh
from the surrounding Waterberg
mountains and the lodge uses
glass decanters and personalised
steel water bottles for guests to
minimise the use of single-use
plastic water bottles.
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Not just a place to live,
a way of life.

We know that you want nothing but the best for your loved ones.
A safe community, friendly neighbours, a sense of belonging, beautiful natural
surroundings and a place for you to call your home.

Visit us over the Easter long weekend for exceptional offers on selected
developer land and flexible financing options for a limited time only.

087 095 2742 | zimbalilakes.co.za | Ballito
#lovenorthcoast
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Sandton Gate is a
prime investment
development not only
because of its rapidly
expanding precinct
that provides urban
convenience, but its
luxurious designer
living options for
residents

WORDS & PHOTOS: SUPPLIED

s buyers pursue the
ultimate work/life
balance, the demand for

residential homes within mixed-
use developments has soared.
Craft Homes’ exciting Sandton
Gate precinct takes urban living
to the next level - and with 70%
of the development sold out
and apartments now ready for
occupation, life at Sandton Gate
has begun to take shape.

Located only five minutes from
the Sandton CBD and close to
Rosebank, Randburg, Bryanston
and Hyde Park, Sandton Gate

is ideally situated for young
professionals who want to live
close to Sandton Central but within
the leafy suburbs, and seasoned
investors looking to invest in
property that appeals to both
long-term and short-term renters.
The Terrace at Sandton Gate offers
its residents a cosmopolitan way
of life and has been designed to
provide the ultimate lock-up-and-
go convenience within a precinct
that provides all amenities the
modern buyer could want.

Designed for living

The first phase of commercial
building was completed in 2019,
which saw the creation of office
space and retail operations such as
a O11-Baron eatery, Planet Fitness,
the Seattle Coffee Company,
beauticians, and a salon setting up
shop around the bustling piazza.

The residential building was
completed in December 2022.
“The third phase will consist of
high-end convenience retail - set
to break ground mid 2023,” says
Jarrid Rahme, sales and marketing
director for Craft Homes.

“With construction now complete
and the retail component of the
precinct on the horizon, this is

a perfect time for purchasers to
invest,” says Jarrid. “Investing now
will see high growth opportunities
in not only a monthly yield for the
buy-to-let market but also from

a capital growth perspective for
owner occupiers.”

Investment opportunities

A variety of units are available

to choose from suitable for both
investors and homeowners.
Buyers can select a two-bedroom,
two-bathroom unit starting

from R2.1m or a three-bedroom,
three-bathroom penthouse with

a private garden from R6.950m.
The development is supported by
a backup generator and, with 24/7
on-site security and an elevator
that takes residents directly

to their floor from the access-
controlled basement parking,
safety is top priority.

The property is also managed

by a full-time building manager,
ensuring the smooth running of
everything and swift action when
concerns are raised. “Having an
on-site building manager provides
comfort to both investors and
homeowners as they know that
their interests are being taken
care of,” says Jarrid. “We have
appointed a well-known property
management company who have
placed a very hands-on manager

my

on site so that our residents know
we take their needs seriously.”

o

A comfortable life

There’s no doubt that everyday
living is much more enjoyable
when all the facilities you need
are on your doorstep. One of the
main factors driving residential
investment is that the Terrace

at Sandton Gate provides easy
access for residents to the
Precinct as a whole, catering for a
lifestyle of comfort that’s second
to none. Residents can go for a
jog at the Braamfontein Spruit
or head over to Planet Fitness
for their daily workout. They can
also pop over to The Seattle
Coffee Company for coffee to
go, enjoy a family meal at 011
Baron or even pop over to the
office for a quick visit or team
meeting, as Sandton Gate has

a variety of office solutions for
big or small businesses. “When
selecting the retail tenants for
the first phase of the commercial
and retail space, we looked to
establish partnerships with brands
that provide all homeowners

at Sandton Gate with a more
convenient way of living,” says
Jarrid. “Our retail partners cater to
the high-end needs of our clients
and match the fast-paced and

vibrant energy of the go-getters
that call Sandton Gate home.”

An evolving brand

The third commercial phase -
expected to start mid 2023 - will
be the cherry on top for buyers,
with exciting anchor tenants
such as Dischem, Woolworths
and Shoprite taking the lead

in offering residents within
Sandton Gate and surrounding
neighbourhoods the ultimate in
convenience shopping. A curated
mix of hospitality brands are

in the pipeline for the precinct,
including fine dining and family
restaurants as well as a hotel.

As the precinct takes shape, its
offering will continue to develop
through partnerships with various
brands that offer the upmarket,
convenient lifestyle that Sandton
Gate residents are seeking.

EXPERIENCE IT
FOR YOURSELF

7 Minerva Ave, Sandton

Phone: 08600 CRAFT (272 38)
Email: info@crafthomes.co.za
https://crafthomes.co.za/

Centrally located near Stellenbosch and Somerset West, with
easy access to beautiful beaches and the Cape Town International
Airport, Aan de Wijnlanden is an established security estate
surrounded by majestic mountain ranges. With lifestyle amenities
and top-notch security, the Estate offers a choice range of plots
boasting gorgeous views.

A selection of builders are on hand to construct your contemporary
Cape Vernacular-style home, designed by award-winning estate
architect Giselle Van der Straeten. Homes are modern, exclusive

and private, with high quality finishes and energy-saving measures
implemented throughout. What's more, you'll be able to live your
best life in the Cape Winelands with low monthly levies of just R1,275!

Plots start

from R699k and

all-inclusive packages
from R1.85m to R3.5m,

with no transfer fees
or duties.

Energy-saving
measures and
fibre access

Gym, tennis courts and
large swimming pool

Clubhouse with kids
play area and day care
facility

Experience it for yourself and find us on [fJ @aandewijnlanden

www.aandewijnlanden.co.za | Hannes: 066 476 1890 | Nicho: 072 601 1772
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Estate Features:

S
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Kilometres of walking
trails through areas
with wetlands, dams
and fynbos

24/7 security services
and biometric access
control
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Jason Heywood

@ 083 327 6434 © jason@balwin.co.za
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